Messiah Weekly Memos
November 4, 2021
Weekend Service Times
* Masks are optional at all services *

Saturdays
(Nov. 6 & 20, Dec. 4 & 18)
5:30 pm - Sanctuary
Click the Messiah logo above to visit our website.

Sundays
This Week at Messiah

8:30 am - in person & online
11 am - in person

Thurs. 11/4:

9:45 am - Family Service (11/28)

Messiah School Early Release
7 pm Choir Rehearsal
NO Bible Study
8:30 pm Brass Rehearsal

** Masks are Required**
For online services, CLICK HERE

Fri. 11/5:
No School Messiah PK-8

Sat. 11/6:
5:30 pm In-Person Worship (Sanctuary)

Sun. 11/7:
8:30 am In-Person Worship
9:45 am Education Hour
Adult Education
Sunday School
11 am In-Person Worship
6 pm Confirmation (6 & 7th Gr) Class
(via Zoom)

Mon. 11/8:
7 pm Joy Ringers
7 pm Church Council Meeting

Wed. 11/10:
9 am Messiah School Chapel
10 am Bible Study
7 pm Bible Study

Thurs. 11/11:
7 pm Choir Rehearsal
8 pm Bible Study

* An audio recording of the worship service
is available through any phone by calling
440-276-4450. You can listen anytime with no
charge. Ideal for people without a computer or
internet access.
** The Parent's Room is now open for use
during both in-person services.
The Nursery remains closed **

God’s Word for This
Coming Sunday
Isaiah 25: 6-9
Psalm 24: 1-6
Revelations 21: 1-6a
John 11: 32-44
CLICK HERE for this week's bulletin
For a children’s bulletin
3 + CLICK HERE
7 + CLICK HERE

Sun. 11/14:
8:30 am In-Person Worship
9:45 am Education Hour
Adult Education
11 am In-Person Worship

CLICK HERE to view the fall
serving schedule

12:15 pm Messiah Service Project

Our 8:30 am Sunday Service is live streamed online. You can watch the service
live or at your convenience. Watch Online HERE
** Continue scrolling for more information **

Stay Connected w/Messiah
November Monthly Memo, CLICK HERE
Shining with Hope
Reflections on our Calling as Stewards of the Gospel
3. Giving Like Saints
Here’s something we sang last week on Reformation Sunday. It bears remembering today as
well, as we celebrate the annual All Saints Festival.
We thank you, Christ, for saints of old,
In you redeemed, refined as gold,
Who spent themselves, not fearing loss,
To tell the glory of your cross.
These words were strung together sixteen years ago with people at Messiah in mind. The
occasion was the 75th anniversary of our congregation. We remembered among other things
how the first members of our congregation took great risks to erect our first church, the little
building that now houses Messiah’s pre-school program. They did this in the middle of the
Great Depression. A few families went so far as to pledge their homes as collateral on the
building loan.
The gift of God’s grace in Christ Jesus meant everything to these founders. They were
determined to share this gift with their children, with each other, and with whoever else in
the neighborhood was willing to meet Jesus here.
This same faithful gritty generosity has surfaced at several other times in our congregation’s
history. We saw it most recently this summer, when we tackled some badly needed repairs
and renovations. One astonishing gift led to another which led to another until suddenly the
entire cost of the project was covered. God be praised for the saints we go to church with!
On the first Sunday in December we’re going to start gathering estimates of giving for next
year, 2022. Once again our Lord will be calling his people at Messiah to celebrate his crucified
glory. How we will do that? As we make our plans, let’s remember those saints whose
shoulders we stand on, and pray the prayer we sang on Sunday—
Breathe into us your Spirit, Lord,
That we with them in one accord
Will beam your love against the night
And draw our neighbors to your light.

For All the Saints
Last year in the midst of the pause on
congregational singing, a large project was put
together to allow the saints of Messiah to sing
"together" if only virtually. Perhaps you were one of
the 36 people who contributed to Messiah's "For All

the Saints" virtual hymn. Perhaps you watched and
appreciated the hymn, or perhaps this is the first
time you're seeing this. Either way, take a few
minutes out of your day to watch and listen to
Messiah's virtual hymn:
tinyurl.com/MessiahSaints . This year we will
again be singing this particular arrangement of this
great hymn in person on Sunday with brass
joining in as well. I strongly encourage you to come
lift your voice with the saints present at Messiah while remembering the innumerable saints
who have gone before.

Free to a Good Home
We have desks and bookshelves that are free to a
good home. We have 5 metal double sided
bookshelves, 5 - 6' wooden bookshelves, 1 wooden
desk, and 1 metal desk. If you're interested in any
of these items, please contact the church office at
(440)331-2405.

Confirmation Zoom Class

Sunday Morning Education Hour
9:45 - 10:40am, In the Commons

15 people participated in the recent
Confirmation Kick Off event. Monthly
Confirmation zoom classes begin this month.
6th & 7th Grade
November 7 @ 6 pm
This coming Sunday, the 6th and 7th graders
will meet at 6 pm via Zoom. Please sign up
for the Zoom class, HERE. The 6th and 7th
graders will meet once a month on the 1st
Sunday of each month, via Zoom, until it is
possible for all to meet in person.

What Christians Get to Believe
A series of reflections by Pr. Burce on things
he’s discovered over four decades of work as a
pastor and teacher of the Word. Quick
summary: the good news of God in Christ is
far, far better than most of us grew up
thinking it was. To learn why, join the inperson session in the Commons or tune in via
Zoom. See Messiah’s weekly email for
updates on the coming Sunday’s topic, and
also for the Zoom link.

8th Grade
November 21 @ 6 pm
The 8th graders will meet once a month on
the 3rd Sunday of each month, at 6 pm via
Zoom, until it is possible for all to meet in
person. Please sign up for the Zoom class
HERE.

November 7 Topic:
“Who are the Saints?”
Pr. Burce reflects this morning on how he
came to understand what the word “saint”
means—it’s not what we usually think—and
how this changed the way he thinks about
people.

In the Messiah Commons, 9:45 to 10:45 am
Available also via Zoom.
Click here to join and participate by Zoom.
Meeting ID: 857 0546 1086
Passcode: XRv9sG

Messiah Family Outings
Join your Messiah family (church or school)
for a monthly family outing. People of all ages
are invited n the 2nd Sunday of each month
for an outing or activity. Join us each month
as we gather to enjoy one another’s company
and get to know some new people. Feel free
to invite a friend.
November Family Service Project
November 14; 12:15 pm
Join us at Messiah for a service project on
Sunday, November 14 at 12:15 pm. The
service project will revolve around giving
families in need a Thanksgiving meal.
Together we will put together 5 complete
meals. While putting together the baskets,
there will be a family thankful project.
Food Drive: Would you like to donate
toward the Thanksgiving food baskets?
Please bring any donations to the church
office.

Christmas Giving
Opportunities
Messiah has been
participating in two
Christmas giving
opportunities for many
years; the Christmas Store
of Hope and Christmas
boxes. This year we plan to
participate in both.
This year we are giving church members an
option. You may shop yourself or donate
money to the church and we will shop for the
items ourselves. The Christmas Store of
Hope has an Amazon Wishlist, HERE.
If you would like to participate in the
Christmas boxes, names are available,
HERE and outside the church office. Any
money collected will be split among the two
organizations. Please send any donations for
Christmas giving by Sunday, November 21.

Two HS Youth Attending the ELCA Youth
Leadership Summit
Two of Messiah's high school youth will travel to
Minneapolis, Minnesota this weekend to attend the ELCA
Youth Leadership Summit. Darrell Hihn and Noah Bridger, chosen to represent our
Northeast Ohio Synod, will travel with Pastor Kathy Kluck, Synod Youth Advisor, who serves
First Lutheran in Strongsville.
Congratulations, Darrell and Noah!

Sunday School

November Dine to Donate
November 14, 2021; Noon - 9 pm

We will continue to offer Sunday School on
the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month from
9:45 - 10:40 am. Masks are required for
adults and children while inside. We are
trying to have class outside as much as
possible. We meet in the Atrium.
We look forward to seeing you on Nov 7 & 21
CLICK HERE for the Sunday School
Calendar

Thank you for supporting the October Youth
Group fundraiser at Mashiso! We raised over
$125!
Mark your calendars for our November
event:
Cilantro Taqueria
18260 Detroit Ave.
Lakewood, OH 44107
Check out their menu HERE.
Please use this flyer

Family Nights
November 17, 6:30 pm

Stay tuned for our December event!

Join us on the third Wednesday of every
month on Messiah’ School and Church
Facebook pages. We share a devotion
followed by an activity and say goodbye after
a story. Please tell families you know to check
us out directly, or you could hit that share
button on Facebook to reach many more.

Hire a Team!
Waiting on those leaves to fall? When they
do Messiah's teens headed for Minneapolis
next summer will be happy to help you!
Consider booking a team of adults and teens
today. Contact Shelley Nelson-Bridger via
email (pastorshelleynb@gmail.com) or
440.494.6259, to make a reservation. This
November, Saturday and Sunday options will
be available.

Messiah Is Hiring!
We now have one positions available. Please help us spread the word! This position is great
for a parent who has kids in school at MLS.
Mrs. Z, our awesome lunch program director, has accepted a full-time position as head
pastry chef at Blu Restaurant in Beachwood. We send her off with our gratitude, love,
and good wishes. We're looking for Messiah's next lunch program director. The
position is Monday-Friday, generally 20 hours per week, with hours centering around
the lunch service hours (11:30a-1:30p). It's a great fit for a parent with kids in school at
Messiah. View the posting and apply here.

Employer Matching Gifts
Contributed $27,300 to
Messiah in 2020
Many companies offer matching gift
programs to educational institutions and
non-profit charitable organizations. Messiah
Lutheran Church and School qualifies as one
of these organizations. We have been blessed
to receive matching gifts over the years from
the Benevity Impact Fund, Google, Key Bank,
Lubrizol, PNC, Progressive Insurance,
Schwab Charitable Fund, The Sherwin
Williams Foundation, Thrivent Financial and
more. Check with your Human Resources
Department if this benefit is available to
you. Don’t miss out. This is the easiest
matching gift program available. Questions?
Contact Darlene Waugh, 440-331-2405.

Are You A Thrivent Member?
Direct Your 2021 Thrivent Choice Dollars to
Messiah Church & School
If you are a Thrivent member you may have
Choice Dollars to direct to Messiah Church &
School. Choice Dollars are free to members
and provide an opportunity to give back to a
charitable organization. It’s a gift that costs
you absolutely nothing. Messiah is registered
as one of the many charities in this program.
Log into your Thrivent account or call (800)
847-4836. This is free money for Messiah
Church & School and is likely already sitting

Another Way To Give To
Messiah At Year-End
∙ Do you own an IRA investment?
∙ Are you age 70 1/2 or older?
∙ Do you need to make a distribution this
year?
∙ Do you know you can make a required
minimum tax-free donation to Messiah from
your IRA?
As you think about your year-end donations,
please consider directing your IRA
distribution to Messiah Lutheran Church and
School as another way of giving. Contact your
investment officer to discuss this possibility.
Thank you.

Giving
Thank you for your continued, steadfast
donations to Messiah. Your support is
greatly appreciated. You may mail checks,
give online or text to give.
Mail: Messiah Lutheran Church
(21485 Lorain Rd, Fairview Park, OH
44126)
Text: 855-913-1744
Online: CLICK HERE

in your account waiting to be donated. If you
need additional help, call Darlene Waugh at
440-331-2405.

Messiah High School Youth Group
ELCA Youth Gathering
Registration

High School Youth Group Dates
to Remember

We are excited to have a group of 7 high
school students and 3 adult leaders
registered to attend the 2022 ELCA Youth
Gathering in Minneapolis, MN. The
Gathering will take place in July, 2022, and
fundraising is underway!
If you would like to join us at the Gathering,
please contact Adonai Henderson at
ahenderson@messiahfp.org for more
information.

* Nov 7 - 12:30pm @TBD based on weather
BYO Potato Mash Bar MY Group Meeting
* Nov 21 Early-bird Registration Ends ($350/person)
12:30 - 1:30pm @TBD – MY Group Meeting
1:30 - 2pm @TBD and Virtual Zoom – ELCA
YG Meeting
* Nov 22 Regular Registration begins ($390/person)
For more information or to join the email
list, please contact Mr. Adonai Henderson at
ahenderson@messiahfp.org.

Bible Studies this Fall
Wednesday mornings; 10 - 11am via Zoom
The Book of Isaiah
Isaiah is the longest book in the Bible. It’s also one of the grimmest
books in places. In others it’s among the most hopeful. The writers of the New Testament refer
to it often as they tell the Good News of Jesus. The Wednesday morning class began reading
through Isaiah last year. We’ll pick this up at chapter 35 with a great promise of God’s rescue.
Wednesday evenings; 7pm via Zoom
The Book of God
The late Walt Wangerin, Jr. was a great Lutheran pastor, teacher, and writer. In this book he
lays out the great story of the Bible the way a novelist would. It’s a great way to review that
story or learn it for the first time. A group began reading “The Book of God” earlier this year.
We’ll return to it this fall at the chapter about King David. We encourage newcomers to join
the group even if you missed the first part. You’ll need to order the book from Amazon or
your other favorite bookstore.
** The Wednesday morning and evening classes are open to anyone who wants to spend an
hour a week immersed in God’s Word. We’ll continue this fall to meet over Zoom. (It worked
well last year.) For a Zoom invitation send a note to Pr. Burce ( jburce@messiahfp.org) or
give him a call.
Thursday evenings; 8pm via Zoom
Little Lamb, Who Made Thee?
Pastor Seth leads a Thursday Night Bible Study via Zoom each Thursday at 8 pm. This
November, the topic for Thursday evening's will be related to the book "Little Lamb, Who
Made Thee? A Book about Children and Parents by Walter, Jr. Wangerin.
To receive the Zoom invite link, email Pastor Seth to be added to the weekly list serve. It is
also highly recommended to pick up a hard copy or an e-version of this wonderful book of
reflections on being a child, being a parent, and being a parent of parents.

You Can Help Our Neighbors Fight Food Insecurity

Our Little Free Pantry is part of Messiah’s Laundry Love PLUS efforts to fight
food insecurity in Fairview Park.
Members of our Care Team restock the box throughout each week, at an
average cost of $50 worth of groceries each time. Contributions are always
welcome!
Things you can donate: Peanut butter
and jelly. canned items (soup, fruit, vegetables, stew, fish, beans), pasta and pasta sauce, rice,
oatmeal, protein bars, syrup.
Things you should NOT donate: items needing refrigeration, baked goods, expired food,
foods with packaging concerns, items in class jars or bottles.
Donations can be left in the shopping carts in the area by the church elevator during
business/worship hours. Thank you in advance for your generosity! For more information,
contact Janice Snyder at jsnyder@messiahfp.org

Your Relationship Deserves Marriage Encounter!
November 12 - 14, 2021
Fairfield Inn & Suites – Streetsboro, OH
Apply now at GodLovesMarriage.org
The casual, “unplugged” atmosphere of this weekend experience will enhance your time
together as you learn and practice unique, loving, and effective communication techniques to
help you discover a new, more joyful way to live.
Details: Two nights stay at Fairfield Inn and Suites in Streetsboro, OH. Three catered meals
on Saturday and two on Sunday from Honey baked Ham and Bob Evans.
Cost: $275 per couple for lodging & meals. (Payment is required at the time of your online
application using your credit/debit card, or with registration and payment offline by
check.) Financial assistance is available for those in need—please contact us prior to
registering.
Questions? Contact Dale & Ruth Mortensen
Via Email or Call 440-734-6312
Pre-registration is required to secure your room and meal reservations – don't miss out!
Facility policies regarding COVID-19 will be implemented for everyone’s safety. This will
therefore be a small group – so register ASAP!

Online Giving & Text to Give
Thank you for faithfully giving to Messiah Lutheran Church.
You can make a donation online by visiting messiahfairview.org.
Or, simply text your donation amount to 855-913-1744
It takes 30 seconds to register and 10 seconds to type a donation.
Messiah Lutheran Church
21485 Lorain Rd., Fairview Park, OH 44126
440-331-2405
FOLLOW US





